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of the Cultural and Public Affairs section, Bra-
zilian Embassy in Washington, DC; Lisa Guer-
rero, FOX Sports broadcast journalist; Carlos
Ponce, actor and television personality; Father
Alberto Cutie, Telemundo network talk show
host; Latin music group Bacilos; Brazilian musi-
cian Alexandre Pires; Lynne Palmeiro, wife of
baseball player Rafael Palmeiro; Edward Villella,
founding artistic director and chief executive offi-
cer, Miami City Ballet; and entertainer Gloria
Estefan. The Office of the Press Secretary also
released a Spanish language transcript of these re-
marks.

Statement on House of
Representatives Passage of
Legislation Banning Partial-Birth
Abortion

October 2, 2003

I applaud the House for passing the ban
on partial-birth abortion so soon after the
Congressional conferees completed their
work. Today’s action is an important step that
will help us continue to build a culture of
life in America. | look forward to the Senate
passing this legislation so that I can sign this
very important bill into law.

Remarks Following a Meeting With
Former New York City Police
Commissioner Bernard Kerik and an
Exchange With Reporters

October 3, 2003

The President. Thank you all for coming.
I'll make a couple of statements. I'm going
to ask Bernie Kerik to make a statement, and
I'll answer two questions before | go to Mil-
waukee.

First, I want to welcome Bernie Kerik to
the South Lawn and to the Oval Office. We
just had a fascinating discussion about what
he did in Irag, what he saw in Irag. He can
speak for himself. But let me characterize
it this way, that he went to help the Iragis
organize a police force. He showed up at
times of chaos and confusion. Because of his
leadership, his knowledge, and his experi-
ence, he was able to stand up a police force
in Baghdad in a very quick period of time.
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I think he told me he opened up 37 different
precinct stations——

Mr. Kerik. Thirty-five.

The President. ——35 different precinct
stations. They activated and trained 35,000
Iraqgi police force. And that’s important be-
cause the ultimate solution to the security
issues in lIraq is for the Iraqi citizens to man-
age their own affairs.

Bernie went there and made a big dif-
ference. And for that our Nation is very
grateful. We appreciate it alot.

Mr. Kerik. Thank you.

The President. We’re going to start train-
ing police officers in Jordan soon. As well,
tomorrow, 750 new Iraqi army soldiers will
graduate from training. Part of our strategy
is to enable the Iragis to protect themselves.
Mr. Kerik can speak to this, but in a very
short period of time, we're making great
progress. Iraq is becoming more secure, and
that is good. It is good for our overall mission
because a free and peaceful Irag will mean
that America is more secure.

I'll make one other comment, then Bernie
will say a few words.

Mr. David Kay reported to the Nation. |
want to thank him for his good work. He
is a thoughtful man. He and his team have
worked under very difficult circumstances.
They have done a lot of work in 3 months,
and he reported on an interim basis.

The report states that Saddam Hussein’s
regime had a clandestine network of biologi-
cal laboratories, a live strain of deadly agent
botulinum, sophisticated concealment ef-
forts, and advanced design work on prohib-
ited longer range missiles. The report sum-
marized the regime’s efforts in this way, and
I quote from the report:

“lIrag’s WMD programs spanned more than
two decades, involved thousands of people,
billions of dollars, and was elaborately shield-
ed by security and deception operations that
continued even beyond the end of Operation
Iraqi Freedom.”

That is what the report said. Specifically,
Dr. Kay's team discovered what the report
calls, and I quote, “dozens of WMD-related
program activities and significant amounts of
equipment that Irag concealed from the



